


Welcome 

to the ACS Spring 2025

First Time Attendee Orientation 
Session

March 7, 2025

This meeting will be recorded and be available on the 

ACS Website.

If you have any questions, please use the Chat feature.



Speakers for the Webinar

Varnika Roy Charnita Short Adam Myers

Christine Aikens Andrew MillerJacob Schwarz



Agenda

• Welcome – Varnika Roy, Meetings and Exposition Committee

• Meeting Overview & Registration – Varnika Roy, Meetings and Exposition Committee

• Session Schedules – Mobile App and Virtual Platform – Charnita Short, Sr. Planner, Event 
Technology, ACS  

• Exposition and ACS Career Fair Experience – Adam Myers, Meetings and Exposition Committee

• Presentations and Sci-Mix – Christine Aikens, Meetings and Exposition Committee

• Networking and Events – Jacob Schwarz, Meetings and Exposition Committee
• Membership Engagement – Andrew Miller, Program Manager, ACS 

• Q&A



ACS Spring 2025 Registration &

Meeting Overview

Varnika Roy
Meetings and Exposition Committee



ACS Spring 2025 Meeting

• March 23-27, 2025, at the San Diego Convention Center (SDCC) and surrounding hotels

 On-demand access will be available from March 28 – April 4

• 13,000+ expected registrants, of which 5,332 are first time attendees

• 11,900+ abstracts and more than 189 exhibiting companies

• Continue to provide live in-person and virtual participation both in scientific sessions as well as in social 

networking forums

• ACS Priestley Medalist Address and Board Open Session and Kavli Lectures will be live streamed from 

San Diego

• Expo featuring ACS Career Fair

• Student programming, including Grad School Fair



Registration



Registration and Badge Pick Up
San Diego International Airport, Terminal 2 
West Baggage Claim, Carousels 4 & 5
Friday 12:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM

SDCC, Lobby D Foyer 
Saturday 7:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Sunday 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Monday 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Tuesday 7:00 AM – 7 :00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Thursday 7:00 AM – 11:00 AM

Hilton San Diego Bayfront (ACS Governance 
Hotel), Indigo Foyer, Lobby Level

Friday 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Saturday 7:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Sunday 7:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Monday 7:00 AM – 3:00 PM



First Time Attendees

First Time Attendees will 
have a blue star on their 
registration badge.

We will also have First 
Time Attendee buttons 
available at the 
Registration Desk located 
outside of Hall D. 



NEW 
• ACS Meetings & Events is excited to partner with Crowd 

Connected to introduce smart tags with your badge at ACS Spring 
2025!

• These tags offer an easy and convenient way to attend sessions 
and events without the need to scan your badge. 

• They are active during the event, only track session 
attendance via beacons in the Convention Center and the 
Marriott Marquis. 

• Smart tags are only linked to your unique badge number. Smart 
tags do not track movement, do not have a GPS element, and are 
completely inactive outside of the event areas.  

• Enjoy a seamless and hassle-free experience with the addition of 
the new Crowd Connected smart tags at ACS Spring 2025!

ACS is committed to prioritizing sustainability.  Don’t forget to be 
green and recycle your lanyard, badge and tag when you depart the 
event!



Spring 2025 Certificates of Attendance and Meeting Surveys

Certificates of Attendance will be immediately available online after completing 
the ACS Spring 2025 Meeting Survey.  A link to the certificate will be provided in 
your survey confirmation with further instructions.  

Attendees who complete an ACS Spring 2025 Meeting survey onsite will be 
eligible to receive a free ACS Spring 2025 t-shirt at the ACS Info Booth located in 
Lobby D.  T-shirt supplies are limited. In addition, gift card drawings will be held 
for completed post-event meeting surveys.  

Your feedback is valuable!



ACS Spring 2025 Campus Map

• San Diego Convention Center – Technical 
Sessions, Expo Hall, Poster Sessions, Career 
Fair, Leadership Workshops and 
Undergraduate Programming

• Hilton San Diego Bayfront (5 min. walk from 
SDCC) – Governance meetings and 
Workshops

• San Diego Marriott Marquis Marina (connected 
to SDCC)  – Technical Sessions and 
Workshops

• Manchester Grand Hyatt (10 min. walk from 
SDCC) – National Awards Banquet 



ACS Information Booth
Visit the ACS Information Booth located in 
San Diego Convention Center in Lobby D and 
Sails Pavilion:

• Answers to your meeting-related questions

• Answers to your mobile app or virtual platform 
questions

• Assistance with finding items lost in the San 
Diego Convention Center

• Scooter rentals

Information Booth, Lobby D

Hours of Operation:

• Saturday, March 22: 1:00 PM - 6:00 PM

• Sunday, March 23: 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

• Monday, March 24: 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

• Tuesday, March 25: 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

• Wednesday, March 26: 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM

• Thursday, March 27: 7:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Information Booth, Sails Pavilion

Hours of Operation:

• Saturday, March 22: 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

• Sunday, March 23: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM

• Monday, March 24: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM

• Tuesday, March 25: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM

• Wednesday, March 26: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM

• Thursday, March 27: 7:00 AM - 10:00 AM



ACS Priestley Medalist Address and Board Open Session

A Random (Mostly) Uphill Walk

Prof. Frances Arnold

Linus Pauling Professor of Chemical Engineering, 

Bioengineering, & Biochemistry

President’s Council of Advisors on Science & 

Technology, Executive Office of the President

California Institute of Technology

Sunday, March 23 | 4:00 PM - 5:30 PM PT

Ballroom 6A/B, San Diego Convention Center

All events are listed in Pacific Time (PT).



Kavli Lecture Series

The Kavli Foundation 

Emerging Leader in 

Chemistry Lecture

March 24 | 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

Pacific Time (PT)

Ballroom 6A/B, San Diego 

Convention Center

The Fred Kavli Innovations in 

Chemistry Lecture

March 25 | 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

Pacific Time (PT)

Ballroom 6A/B, San Diego 

Convention Center

A Quantum Mechanical 

Frontier for Polymer 

Science

Prof. Nicholas Jackson

Macromolecular 

Engineering by Atom 

Transfer Radical 

Polymerization

Prof. Krzysztof Matyjaszewski



ACS Spring 2025 Presidential Events
• ACS Chemistry Festivals: A Global Non-Formal 

Chemistry Education Model – Rationale, History, 
and Impact                                                    
Sunday, March 23 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM
SDCC, Hall B-1, Room 1

• ACS Chemistry Festivals: Chemistry of 
Sustainable Production in the Grape and Wine 
Industry                                                           
Monday, March 24 9:00 AM – 10:45 AM
SDCC, Room 5B

• Stories From the Bench & Field: Research from 
Chemical Technical Professional Monday, March 
24 10:00 AM – 11:45 AM
Digital Meeting

• Global Challenges and Advances in Energy, 
Food and Water Sustainability in the Face of 
Climate Change                                           
Monday, March 24 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM
SDCC, Ballroom 20D

• Quantifying and Addressing the US Fentanyl 
Crisis                                                            
Monday, March 24 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM
SDCC, Room 5B

• How Belonging Unlocks Innovation in STEM 
Panel Discussion                                                                
Tuesday, March 25 3:00 PM – 4:30 PM                
SDCC, Sails Pavilion

• Presidential LGBTQ+ and Allies Reception 
Tuesday, March 25 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM                  
Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina, South Pool 
Deck

• Water Soluble Polymers Symposia by P&G  
Wednesday, March 26 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM            
SDCC, Ballroom 20D



ACS Spring 2025 Program Highlights 
• Sci-Mix Interdisciplinary Poster Event:

Monday, March 24 8:00 PM – 10:00 PM
SDCC, Hall C

• ACS National Awards Banquet and 
Ceremony (registration required):
Tuesday, March 25 7:30 PM – 10:00 PM 
Manchester Grand Hyatt, Harbor Ballroom 

The ACS National Awards program is 
designed to encourage the advancement of 
chemistry in all its branches, to support 
research in chemical science and in industry, 
and to promote the careers of chemists.

•  ACS Kids Zone (registration required): 
 Saturday, March 22 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
 Logan Memorial Educational Campus

• First Time Attendee Orientation:
Sunday, March 23 7:00 AM – 8:00 AM

SDCC, Room 6A/B 

• ACS Connect Happy Hour:
Sunday, March 23 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM 
SDCC, Sails Pavilion and Terraces



ACS Divisions

Not programming at Spring 2025: TOXI



Session Schedules Virtual Platform & 
Mobile App

Charnita Short
Sr. Planner, Event Technology, ACS  



Virtual Platform – Don’t Forget to Log In



Virtual Platform – Itinerary



Mobile App
Progressive Web App – no app store needed.  Simply 

scan the QR Code with your camera and follow the 

prompts for installation. 

Log in with your ACS ID, the same one you used to register 

for the meeting. You will need to be logged-in to experience 

all the features available to you within the meeting platform.

You will be prompted "if you'd like to remember this device 

for up to 30 days", select "yes, remember this device," or 

"no, this is a shared device" for quick login.

To enable notifications from the meeting app, select allow 

once you are logged into the meeting app or go to the 

setting for your device and turn on notifications. We 

encourage enabling notifications so you can receive the 

latest information such as last-minute room changes or 

reminders about important events.

Tap here to log-in 



Mobile App



Exposition and ACS Career Fair!

Adam Myers
Meetings and Exposition Committee



Exposition Expo Hours 
SDCC, Hall D-E

• Monday & Tuesday, 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM

• Wednesday, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
(Exclusive networking breaks and poster hours, 12:00 - 2:00 PM each day)

Opening Kick-off with a 20-minute Brain Break, followed by 

a live Mariachi band to set the tone for the day.

Expo Theaters & Pitch Labs Discover new insights and 

innovations in the Expo Theaters. The Pitch Labs offer fast-

paced chats where exhibitors showcase their products and 

answer your questions in an intimate setting.

Visit the ACS Booth and Store for ACS services and 

branded merchandise.

Wellness Activities! We're excited to bring back pickleball, 

giving attendees a fun way to stay active and connect. Plus, 

don't miss the Wellness Lounge, featuring relaxing aura 

readings for a unique self-care experience during Expo hours 

on Monday & Tuesday.



ACS Career Fair

Three days full of networking, skill-building, and 

professional development. 

The Career Fair is open to all ACS Spring 2025 

attendees.

SDCC, Hall D-E

Monday, March 24 - Tuesday, March 25

11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Wednesday, March 26

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM



ACS Career Fair

      

Job Seekers

• Receive personalized career advice

• Receive a free professional headshot

• Attend a career development workshop

• Apply and interview for jobs (MEMBERS 
ONLY)

Personal Career Consultations

• Schedule a one-on-one appointment with an 
ACS Career Consultant.  Receive general 
career guidance, have your resume 
and/or LinkedIn profile reviewed, or improve 
your interviewing skills through a mock 
interview.

Receive a free professional headshot

 No appointment necessary, but contact 

information is required to receive a headshot.

Attend a Workshop

ACS is offering a variety of in-person workshops 

on career pathways, leadership development, and 

professional education.

Meet with an immigration attorney

Receive a free consultation on entering the US 

workforce with an immigration attorney.



Presentations and Sci-Mix

Christine Aikens
Meetings and Exposition Committee



Poster Sessions / Sci-Mix

POLY & PMSE Poster Sessions

Sunday-Wednesday

Marriott Marquis San Diego Marina,

Pacific Ballroom Foyer

• 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

• 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Traditional Poster Sessions and Sci-Mix

Sunday, Tuesday, Wednesday

SDCC, Hall C

• 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM

• 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

Monday

SDCC, Hall C

• 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM

• 8:00 PM – 10:00 PM (Sci-Mix Interdivisional Session)



Presenters 

Oral

• Check-in 20 minutes before the 
symposium with the organizer.

• Yes, there will be laptops in the room.

• Bring your presentation on a USB drive 
or connect your personal device to 
present (via HDMI connection only).

• No, your session will not be recorded.

• Q&A can either be after your presentation 
or at the end after all presentations.

Poster

• Poster must be 4' high by 8' wide.

• Check-in at the registration desk outside 
of Hall C one hour before  your poster 
session.

• Push pins will be provided.

• Author(s) should remain with their poster 
the length of the session.

• Posters must be removed within an hour 
after the session ends.



Networking and Events

Jacob Schwarz
Meetings and Exposition Committee



Networking - Sunday
LAB 271 Escape Room (pre-registration 

required)
Sponsored by: Molecule Maker Lab Institute (MMLI), the 

ACS Division of Small Chemical Business (SCHB), 

Division of Organic Chemistry (ORGN), Younger 

Chemists Committee (YCC), and Society Committee on 

Education (SOCED)

10:00 AM – 6:00 PM (Sunday-Wednesday)

SDCC, Room 22
*Check available time slots on-site* 

Virtual Escape Quest (pre-registration required)

1:30 PM – 3:00 PM

Virtual Event

Graduate School Fair:

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

SDCC, Ballroom 20B/C 

ACS Connect Happy Hour:

6:00 PM – 7:00 PM

SDCC, Sails Pavilion and Terraces 

Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Scholars 
Reception (ticketed event):

6:45 PM – 8:00 PM

SDCC, Room 11B



Networking - Monday ACS Institute Networking Bingo & Lounge
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM (Monday-Tuesday) 
SDCC, Career Fair Hall D-E

Line Dancing
Hosted by Younger Chemists Committee (YCC)

6:30 PM – 8:00 PM

SDCC, Room 10  

Your instructor/lead will walk you through the basics to grasp 

some simple country line dances. All levels and experience are 

welcome. This is a great way to have some fun and wind-down 

after a great day of talks or keep the momentum going for an 

evening of posters. Come have some fun and maybe learn a 

new skill while keeping your body active.

Virtual Confetti Pub (pre-registration required)
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

Virtual Event 

Fun Run
Hosted by Younger Chemists Committee (YCC) 

7:00 AM – 8:00 AM 

ACS Expo and Career Fair
Monday: 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Tuesday: 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Wednesday: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM



ACS Membership Overview

Andrew Miller
Manager, Membership Strategy & Operations, ACS 



ACS Membership Overview

• ACS Members receive access to a huge library of benefits and resources

• Engage with membership staff in San Diego and learn what we can do to 

help you at any stage in your career

• Become a Member or Renew your membership in San Diego and save

• Learn about our newest opportunity to refer new members and receive 

rewards

How can we help you?



ACS Membership Benefits

An ACS Premium Package includes access to every benefit including:

• Career Pathways and Leadership Development Workshops

• Career Consulting and ACS Institute course discounts

• Full C&EN subscription (digital or print) and quarterly Discovery Reports

• ACS Meeting registration discounts*

• Entire ACS Webinars Library

• Membership in up to three Divisions at no cost (for first-time members only)

• LinkedIn Learning online courses

• 50 free downloads annually from over one million journal articles and book chapters

• CAS SciFinder® - 25 free activities annually

• NEW! Membership Referral Program

www.acs.org/benefits

*Not a Member? Join in 

San Diego at the Premium 

Package level and 

receive up to $400 back 

on your registration fee! 

Visit Membership 

Services – Lobby D



Already an ACS Member? 

Renew your membership in San Diego & Save 20% on your ACS 
national dues*

• Lock in the current dues rate

• Stop by a self-service kiosk next to the Membership Services desk in Lobby D 

• Follow the instructions and enter a limited-time discount code: SPR25RENEW

• You can also visit the Member Lounge (Sails Pavillion) or ACS Booth (Expo Hall) for more 
information

• Renew onsite and receive an extra giveaway (visit the Member Lounge and show your 
confirmation email)

*Eligibility is limited to those without an existing paid renewal. Learn more at the upcoming listed locations.



Visit the ACS Member Lounge

ACS Members are invited to join us in the San Diego Convention Center, Sails Pavilion, to 

network with other attendees, learn about your benefits, ask questions, and even win a prize!

Member Lounge Days and Hours

• Sunday - Wednesday: 8:00 AM – 6:00 PM

• Thursday: 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

On-site opportunities include:

• Attend "Chat & Wrap" micro-learning sessions with ACS blanket raffle

o Monday - Wednesday 10:00 AM, 1:00 PM, and 3:00 PM daily

o Listen and learn about member resources, benefits, and experiences

• Pick up member appreciation gifts including ACS Meeting Pins (Limited supply so stop by ASAP!)

• Opportunities to participate in ACS research and provide feedback

• Stop by the ACS Global Connect on Tuesday from 2:00 PM – 3:30 PM



Other Places to Engage, Network, and Learn

Inside the San Diego Convention Center:

• Membership Services Desk (Lobby D)
o Inquire about your current membership, make updates to your profile

o Non-members can join at the Premium package level and receive a partial registration 
refund

o Self-service kiosks available for renewing at the 20% discount

▪ Opt-in to autorenewal and then visit the Member Lounge to be entered to win a 
prize

• Membership Kiosk within the ACS Booth (Expo Hall)
• Have a one-on-one conversation with ACS staff to learn about membership

• Test your knowledge with a fun chemistry quiz!





Questions?



Thank you for 
attending! 



FIRST TIME ATTENDEE QR CODES

First Time Attendee 

Survey QR Code

Mobile App 

QR Code
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