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Desired Outcomes

Participants will:

• Understand what text coding is.

• Be able to use it strategically to support the 
teaching and learning of informational text.  
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Overview 

• What is text coding?

• Application of text coding to the social 
studies classroom

• Resources
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Text Coding

• AKA annotation, text marking or “thinking notes”

• Doug Fisher and Nancy Frey call text coding 
“Reading with a pencil.”

• Not the same as highlighting

• Can be done with digital or print text

• Can start in kindergarten – Have students label 
pictures they have drawn or pictures from a 
magazine, for example.
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Teach them a notation

system appropriate 

for the content area 

and level
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K-5

1. Underline the 
major points. 

2. Circle keywords or 
phrases that are 
confusing or 
unknown to you.

3. Use a question 
mark (?) for 
questions that you 
have during the 
reading. Be sure to 
write your 
question. 

9-12

1. Underline the major points. 

2. Circle keywords or phrases that are 
confusing or unknown to you.

3. Use a question mark (?) for 
questions that you have during the 
reading. Be sure to write your 
question. 

4. Use an exclamation mark (!) for 
things that surprise you, and briefly 
note what it was that caught your 
attention. 

5. Draw an arrow (↵) when you make a 
connection to something inside the 
text, or to an idea or experience 
outside the text. Briefly note your 
connections. 

6. Mark EX when the author provides 
an example.

7. Numerate arguments, important 
ideas, or key details and write words 
or phrases that restate them.    

6-8

1. Underline the major points. 

2. Circle keywords or phrases that 
are confusing or unknown to 
you.

3. Use a question mark (?) for 
questions that you have during 
the reading. Be sure to write 
your question. 

4. Use an exclamation mark (!) for 
things that surprise you, and 
briefly note what it was that 
caught your attention. 

5. Draw an arrow (↵) when you 
make a connection to something 
inside the text, or to an idea or 
experience outside the text. 
Briefly note your connections. 

Fisher and Frey (2007)
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Developing Text Codes
Shallow Coding Deep Coding

• Engages students in the text • Challenges students to think with greater 
depth

• Helps them monitor their own 
comprehension

• Codes align with the structure or 
thinking behind the text

• Codes such as:  • Codes such as:

N = new 
information 
I = I know this 
?  = I don’t 

understand
C = Connection 

A = Agree
D = Disagree
 I like this
 I don’t like this

!  This is 
important 

Cause and effect: 
M = Much impact 
L = Little impact
C = Cause
E = Effect

Multiple 
perspectives:
P1 = Perspective 1
P2 = Perspective 2

Problem/solution:
P = Problem
S = Solution 

Compare/contrast:
S = Similar/Same
D = Different
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Developing Text Codes
Additional Deep Coding

H (hypothesis) S (plant structure)
O (observation) H (plant habitat)
FI (finding)
FA (fact)

P (problem) S (substance)
S (solution) R (reaction)
N (neutral) P (product of reaction)

P (Political) P (problem)
S (Social) S (solution)
E (Economic) F (factors)

I (initial event) A (argument)
S (subsequent event) C (counter-argument)
P (post event) AKP (A key point), CKP (C key point)
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Social Studies Codes – Examples 
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John F. Kennedy's inaugural address

https://www.jfklibrary.org/Research/Research-Aids/Ready-Reference/JFK-Quotations/Inaugural-Address.aspx

L- Logos
P- Pathos
E- Ethos 

SS.912.A.7.4 Evaluate the success of 
1960s-era presidents’ foreign and 
domestic policies.
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State of the Union Address

P – Political

E – Economic 

R – Religious

S – Social 

I – Intellectual 

A – Artistic  

Kennedy 1963 State of the Union Address
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=9138

Johnson 1964 State of the Union Address
http://millercenter.org/president/lbjohnson/speeches/speech-3382

SS.912.A.7.4 Evaluate the success of 
1960s-era presidents’ foreign and 
domestic policies.
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Theodore Roosevelt

W – Words

A – Actions 

V – Visuals 

E – Emotions 

Source: Public Domain

SS.912.A.4.1 Analyze the major factors 
that drove United States imperialism.
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SS.7.C.1.1 Recognize how Enlightenment ideas 
including Montesquieu's view of separation of power 
and John Locke's theories related to natural law and 
how Locke's social contract influenced the Founding 
Fathers.

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/3180
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Text-Codes

Recognize how Enlightenment ideas including 
Montesquieu's view of separation of power and John 
Locke's theories related to natural law and how 
Locke's social contract influenced the Founding 
Fathers.

• Separation of power (SP)

• Natural law (N)

• Social contract (SC)
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Separation of power (SP)

Natural law (N)

Social contract (SC)
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Standard 

Standard 

Space for coding text

Space for 
coding 
and notesLine numbers 

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org

© 2014, Florida Department of Education. All Rights Reserved.

Think Aloud 

N

SC
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Think Aloud 

SP
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Now What?

Text coding can lead into other standards 
based activities. 

• Text-based collaborative project 

• Text-based conversation 

• Text-based graphic organizer

• Text-based writing
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Text-based Graphic Organizer 

Every Bill which shall have 
passed the House of 
Representatives and the 
Senate, shall, before it 
become a Law, be 
presented to the 
President of the United 
States … (Constitution; 
33-34). 

The right of the people 
to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against 
unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be 
violated, and no 
warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause … 
(4th Amendment; 65-67).

That whenever any 
Form of Government 
becomes destructive of 
these ends, it is the 
Right of the People to 
alter or to abolish it … 
(Declaration of 
Independence; 6-8).

Separation of power (SP) Natural law (N) Social contract (SC)
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Text-based writing and/or conversation 

• Prompt: How did the concepts of separation of 
powers, natural law, and social contract influence 
the ideas in the Declaration of Independence, the 
United States Constitution, and the United States 
Bill of Rights. 
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Methods for text coding

• Sticky notes

• Clear paper protectors and dry-erase 
markers 

• Annotate directly on the document 

• Electronically – class white board, individual 
devices

• Gradual release – students may begin in 
groups or pairs to learn the process, and 
then become independent
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Sticky notes
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Clear paper protectors and dry-erase markers 
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Annotate directly on the document 
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Electronically
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Examples for other content area text

• ELA – Text code poetry for figurative 
language, literary fiction for story elements 
or character development, literary non-
fiction for craft 

• Science – Text code for cause/effect, 
vocabulary

• Math – Code for question, essential/non-
essential information, what are the numbers 
or unknowns
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Resources 

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/social-studies/instruct-resources.stml
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For more information, contact

Michael DiPierro
Social Studies Education Specialist

Michael.DiPierro@fldoe.org

Julia Somers-Arthur
Literacy Specialist

Julia.Somers-Arthur@fldoe.org
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	Text coding can lead into other standards based activities. 
	Text coding can lead into other standards based activities. 
	•Text-based collaborative project 
	•Text-based collaborative project 
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	Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States … (Constitution; 33-34). 
	Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States … (Constitution; 33-34). 

	The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause … (4thAmendment; 65-67).
	The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause … (4thAmendment; 65-67).

	That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it … (Declaration of Independence; 6-8).
	That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it … (Declaration of Independence; 6-8).

	Separation of power (SP)Natural law (N)Social contract (SC)
	Separation of power (SP)Natural law (N)Social contract (SC)
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	•Prompt: How did the concepts of separation of powers, natural law, and social contract influence the ideas in the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the United States Bill of Rights. 
	•Prompt: How did the concepts of separation of powers, natural law, and social contract influence the ideas in the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the United States Bill of Rights. 
	•Prompt: How did the concepts of separation of powers, natural law, and social contract influence the ideas in the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the United States Bill of Rights. 
	•Prompt: How did the concepts of separation of powers, natural law, and social contract influence the ideas in the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the United States Bill of Rights. 
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	•Sticky notes
	•Sticky notes
	•Sticky notes
	•Sticky notes

	•Clear paper protectors and dry-erase markers 
	•Clear paper protectors and dry-erase markers 

	•Annotate directly on the document 
	•Annotate directly on the document 

	•Electronically –class white board, individual devices
	•Electronically –class white board, individual devices

	•Gradual release –students may begin in groups or pairs to learn the process, and then become independent
	•Gradual release –students may begin in groups or pairs to learn the process, and then become independent
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	Examples for other content area text

	•ELA–Text code poetry for figurative language, literary fiction for story elements or character development, literary non-fiction for craft 
	•ELA–Text code poetry for figurative language, literary fiction for story elements or character development, literary non-fiction for craft 
	•ELA–Text code poetry for figurative language, literary fiction for story elements or character development, literary non-fiction for craft 
	•ELA–Text code poetry for figurative language, literary fiction for story elements or character development, literary non-fiction for craft 

	•Science–Text code for cause/effect, vocabulary
	•Science–Text code for cause/effect, vocabulary

	•Math–Code for question, essential/non-essential information, what are the numbers or unknowns
	•Math–Code for question, essential/non-essential information, what are the numbers or unknowns
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	Michael DiPierro
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